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Differentiating 
Instruction

Differentiating 
Content 

(Resources/Materials)
Differentiating 

Pace (Time)

Differentiating Learning 
Environment Differentiating 

Process (Tasks)

Varying levels of 
resource complexity 

Content adapted 
to students’ 
interests, abilities 

Variety of media formats 
for learning the content 

Management skills 

Varied lengths of time to 
mastery (compacting, 
accelerating, telescoping, 
extending, reviewing) 

Managing for varied 
attention spans 

Organizing Classroom 
for Learning:  
Learning Centers, 
Contracts, Management 
Plans, Bloom’s 
Taxonomy, 
Independent Study 

Flexible Grouping:   
Study Buddies, Peer Mentors, 
Peer Teaching, Guided 
Reading, Literature Circles, 
Ability Groups 

Learning Styles & 
Motivation: 
Multiple Intelligences;   
Brain Research  

Graphic 
organizers 

Offer Flexible Tasks & 
Assignments with 
Varying Complexity 

Teach Process Skills 

Focus on Learning 
Modalities & Styles 

Variety of 
presentation formats 

Options for student 
choice & input  

Varied entry 
levels & 
expectations – 
tiering

Determining Levels: Pre-Test, 
Rubrics, Diagnostics 

Anchoring concepts:  
Foundation skills (IRPs); 
Essential/core learning  

Differentiating 
Presentations, 
Performances, 

& Products

Differentiating 
Levels 
(Assessment)

Differentiating Instruction

http://schools.sd68.bc.ca/quar/Student_Support/Differentiation_Home.htm 


